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Opening Remarks 
 
I would like to thank the tennis clubs and tennis public for the honor of serving 

you for the past two terms (4 years). I must say thattherewere some challenging times, 
but each challenge was met with 
great resolve by the Executive. To 
transform tennis into one of the 
most recognized sports in T&T and 
to gain the attention of the 
international bodies required 
strategic leadership and strong 
Executive support, while placing 
emphasis on gender equity and 
involvement of youth.  

Today, I am proud of the 
success that the Executive has made 
in such a short time. We have hosted 
over 15 international events which 
benefitted our coaches, players and 
tennis enthusiasts and enhanced 
sports tourism both locally and 
regionally. We currently have a 
record number of ITF ranked junior 
players, professional players and 
senior players. Our junior teams 
have now firmly cemented 
themselves in the upper echelon of 
tennis in the region. 

Being the first national from 
Trinidad and Tobago to be appointed 

to the Board of Directors of COTECC, greatly help to engender the confidence in the 
Executive by the local, regional and international tennis community. Since then, we 
were able to have other persons flying T&T’s flag at the COTECC and ITF level, bringing 
much-needed recognition and notoriety to our country. 

Upon initially assuming office in November 2015, our Executive endeavored to 
take strategic steps towards achieving its goal of producing a top 150 player by 2026 
and to make Trinidad & Tobago the regional hub for tennis and tennis 
development. From inception, it was understood that at least 4 years would be needed 
to put the necessary systems in place in order to initiate tangibleresults. The myriad of 
possibilities came to light when the new National Racquet Centre opened in September 
2016 and greatly enhanced the prospects of achieving our desired goals.  

  

Mr. Hayden Mitchell 

President, TennisTT 
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Pillars of Tennis Development 
 

We kicked-off our tenure by consulting with stakeholders to identify six (6) pillars of 
tennis development and we worked diligently to achievekeymilestones under each 
pillar towardsrealizing its goals. I will introduce the pillars below, however each will be 
expanded upon in detail in subsequent volumes of the 2016-2020 Status report. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Tennis Administration 
 Representation on the board of regional governing body, COTECC 

2. Coaching& Continued Education 
 Improve level of coaches 
 Make Trinidad & Tobago self-sufficient in coaching education 

3. Players – Development & Performance 
 Facilitatetransition of primary school players into mainstream  

tournaments 
 Improve performance of players internationally 

4. Facilities& Hosting 
 Have the Tennis Centre recognized as an ITF Certified 

TrainingCentre 
 Increase hosting of international tournaments and events 

5. Sponsors& Strategic Partnerships 
 Form strategic partnerships with corporate entities  

6. Club Development 
 Establish National & Zonal Interclub tournaments to help re-

energize clubs and academies to continue to produce and retain 
players in tennis  
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Major Accomplishments 2016-2020 
 

Tennis Administration 

 Two representatives on the Board of COTECC 
 One Representative on ITF Senior Tennis Committee 
 One Representative on ITF Beach Tennis Committee 

Coaching & Continued Education 

 Conducted two (2) ITF Caribbean Regional Coaches Conferences 
 Conducted six (6) Play Tennis Courses 
 Conducted two (2) CBI/Level I Courses 
 Conducted one (1) CAP Level II Course 
 Achieve ITF Bronze Recognition of Coaches Education Programme 

Players – Development & Performance 

 Conduct six (6) Transitional Schools Tournament 
 Establish a National Junior Development Performance Programme 
 Record number of junior players achieving ITF Junior Rankings 
 Best junior team results in over 10 years at the following events: 
 Ten (10) players achieving ITF Professional Rankings 
 Twenty (20) players achieving ITF Senior Rankings 

Facilities& Hosting 

 80% implementation of ITF Bronze Certified TrainingCentre 
 Hosted 36 Regional/International events 

Club Development 

 Conducted two (2) National Interclub Championships 
 Conducted one (1) Secondary Schools Championships 
 Established Men’s, Women’s and Veterans Rankings 
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Closing Remarks 

Looking back over the period 
collective efforts which produced phenomenal success. 
acknowledge the following par

 The Honorable Samfa Cu
 Mr. Darrel Smith, Former Minister of Sports
 Mr. Douglas Camacho, Chairman Spor
 Mr Dinanath Ramnarine, Former Chairman SporTT
 Mr. David Haggety, President ITF
 Mr. John Goede, ITF Development Officer
 Mr. Brian Lewis, TTOC President
 Ms. Marlene Julien, TennisTT
 Mr. Kyle Hannays, Tenn
 Mr. Dale Boyce,, TennisT
 Clubs  
 Players 
 Officials 
 Volunteers 
 Sponsors 

Mr. JermilleDanclar, receiving 

ITF Award on behalf of TennisTT

2020 

ITF Award for Excellence in Tennis Development 

The surge of developmental activities 
that took place in T&T over our
years in officeinevitably caught the attention 
of the ITF, prompting visits from their top 
Executive members to explore opportunities 
to assist us in maximizing developmental 
potential of our country and to make T&T the 
regional hub for tennis.In 2019, the ITF 
awarded T&T with its first ever Award of 
Recognition Excellence in tennis 
development. 
This award was as a direct result of our 
executive’s execution of the “6 Pillars of 
Tennis Development” and 
conjunction with the strategic partners who 
contributed in various aspects over the years. 

 of our tenure, it is evident that it was the culmination of 
collective efforts which produced phenomenal success. At this juncture I would like to 

rties for their support throughout our tenure:

udjoe, Minister of Sports 
Smith, Former Minister of Sports 

Mr. Douglas Camacho, Chairman SporTT 
Mr Dinanath Ramnarine, Former Chairman SporTT 

y, President ITF 
Mr. John Goede, ITF Development Officer 
Mr. Brian Lewis, TTOC President 
Ms. Marlene Julien, TennisTT Administrator 

nisTT Head of Coaching Development 
TT JTI Coordinator 

, receiving 

ITF Award on behalf of TennisTT 
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The world is facing a pandemic unlike anything we have seen in our lifetime, not 
withstanding this, our tennis community was able to quickly to adapt in order to 
keep tennis alive during this very challenging time. I am optimistic that the 
pandemic will come to an end soon and that we will be able to get back on track to 
achieving our goals. 

The year 2020 in particular was a year of great change, not only due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, but because of the losses of some of tennis’s greatest stalwarts 
in Mr Dave Patrick, Ms. Colleen De Gannes and Mr. Hayden Salim. Our prayers go out 
to their friends and family and fond memories of them will forever remain in our 
hearts. 
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Thank You Tennis Fans!!

2020 

ou Tennis Fans!!
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Tennis Association of Trinidad and Tobago

National Racquet Sports Centre

Email: 

2020 

 
Tennis Association of Trinidad and Tobago 

 
National Racquet Sports Centre 

Telephone: (868) 681-0051 
Email: TennisTT2.tatt@gmail.com 

Website: www.TennisTT.info 
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